Redefining early cervical neoplasia: recent progress.
The classification of cervical precancers has evolved over the past 40 years as knowledge concerning the pathogenesis of these human papillomavirus-related lesions has expanded. This commentary reviews the current classification scheme in light of (1) the historical classification systems and (2) the ability of the target epithelium, that is the transformation zone to exhibit varied morphology depending on the cell type that is infected with human papillomavirus. The evolution in our understanding of preinvasive glandular neoplasia is also summarized, with particular attention to so-called superficial (or early) adenocarcinoma in situ. In addition, practical issues in the diagnosis and management of squamous epithelial lesions, particularly the recognition of nonconventional variants and the application of biomarkers, are discussed.